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 Alien Land 
Holding

All services All services Aliens Land Holding 
Regulation Act, 
Cap.102   

Neither land nor a mortgage on land in St. Christopher 
and Nevis shall be held by an unlicensed alien.

Companies incorporated in St. Christopher and Nevis 
holding or intending to acquire more than five acres of 
land in St. Christopher and Nevis may restrict or prohibit 
the issue or transfer of its shares or debentures to aliens 
or restrict or prohibit the holding by aliens of share 
warrants and of debentures transferable by delivery or 
refuse to register an alien as a member or as the holder 
of a debenture.

The Administrator may grant licences either subject to 
conditions or not, for an alien to be a director of a 
company, to vote at meetings of a company, to hold 
shares or debentures, or to be a member of a company 
having no share capital.

There is also a restriction on the creation of trusts in 
favour of aliens with respect to the foregoing. Foreign 
companies and individuals wishing to possess property 
by title or on condition of paying rent need to first obtain a 
licence. Companies incorporated in St.
Christopher and Nevis, possessing by title, having an 
estate on condition of paying rent or intending to acquire 
more than five acres of land may be restricted or 
prohibited from the issue or transfer of their shares or 
debentures to non-citizens or restricted or prohibited from 
the holding by non-citizens of share warrants and of 
debentures transferable by delivery or may be refused to 
register a non-citizen as a member or as the holder of a 
debenture. Company 

Registration
All services All services Companies Act, 

Limited Partnerships 
Act 1996              The 
Nevis Limited Liability 
Company Ordinance.               
Nevis Business 
Corporation 
Ordinance                
Nevis Multiform 
Foundations 
Ordinance

The Companies Act states that no external company 
shall begin or carry on business in St. Christopher and 
Nevis until it is registered under the Act. 

 Exchange 
Controls

All services Act prescribes prohibition of trading in foreign currency 
and foreign currency transactions in excess of 
EC$250,000 without permission

 Service Charges 
(Airport)

All services Not Applicable Airport Service 
Charge Act, Cap. 201

Persons who do not hold a Saint Christopher and Nevis 
Passport pay a greater amount of departure tax. 

 Work Permit 
Requirement

All services All services Immigration And 
Passport Act, Cap.145

Immigration And 
Passport 
(Amendment) 
Regulations, 1965

R.27 Persons who do not belong to St. Christopher and 
Nevis shall not enter into or continue in any employment 
in the service of an employer in St. Christopher and Nevis 
without the permission of the Minister. 

X X

512 All services utitlising 
patents and 
trademarks

All services utitlising 
patents and 
trademarks

Patents Act, Cap.189

Trade Marks Act, 
Cap.192

Where the applicant for registration of a patent or a trade 
mark resides outside Saint Christopher and Nevis, he/she 
must provide an address for service within Saint 
Christopher and Nevis.
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66110 Air Transport services Air Transport 
services

Civil Aviation Act, 
1986, No.4 Of 1986

S.7 (4)  The Minister, may, in his/her discretion, refuse to 
grant an air service licence to any person who is neither a 

(a) citizen of Saint Christopher and Nevis; or

(b) a body incorporated in Saint Christopher and Nevis, 
being a body which in the opinion of the Minister is 
substantially controlled by persons who are citizens of 
Saint Christopher and Nevis. 

68111 Postal services Postal services Post Office Act, Cap. 
201

S.15(1) Within the limits and along the coasts of Saint 
Christopher and Nevis,  the postal administration shall 
have the exclusive privilege of conveying from one place 
to another within Saint Christopher and Nevis, all letters, 
and the exclusive privilege of performing all the incidental 
services of receiving, collecting, sending, despatching 
and delivering all letters within Saint Christopher and 
Nevis, and all letters going to or coming from parts 
beyond Saint Christopher and Nevis except in cases 
stated in the Appendix.

713 Insurance Insurance Insurance Act, 1968, 
No.14 Of 1968

S 5 (1) No person shall carry on in insurance business in 
St. Christopher and Nevis unless he/she is registered as 
an insurer in the class of insurance business carried on 
by him/her or is a member of an association of 
underwriters registered as an insurer in the class of 
insurance business carried on by him/her.

S.19 A registered insurer shall maintain a principal office 
in St. Christopher and Nevis and shall appoint a principal 
officer in St. Christopher and Nevis.

S.37 (1) No person shall act as an agent for an insurer 
unless that person is registered as an insurance agent.

S.38.(5) The Registrar shall not register any person as an 
insurance agent for an insurer not registered as an 
insurer in terms of the Insurance Act, 1968.

S.57.(1) No person shall transmit or transfer any funds 
out of St. Christopher and Nevis pursuant to any payment 
of any insurance premium to any insurer who is not 
registered in St. Christopher and Nevis or who does not 
have a principal office and a registered agent in St. 
Christopher and Nevis except with the permission of the 
Minister. (See Appendix II)

713 Insurance Insurance Insurance Act, 1968, 
No.14 Of 1968

S.31 Associations of Underwriters constituted outside of 
St. Christopher and Nevis must furnish the Registrar with 

Certified copies of returns relating to the insurance 
business carried on by the members of the association as 
well as

 A certificate signed by the chairman of the association 
and by the authority in whom is vested the administration 
of the insurance industry in that country, that the 
members of the association have complied with the 
provisions of the insurance law in the preceding year.

Investment Types of ommercial 
presence

Foreign investors have to incorporate or establish the 
business locally. Companies not incorporated locally 
must be registered and powers and ctivities may be 
restricted, in accordance with relevant legislation.
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Investment Prohibits the exploration, exploitation and processing of 
radioactive minerals, the recycle of nuclear fuel, the 
generation of nuclear energy, the transportation and 
storage of nuclear waste, the use and processing of 
nuclear fuel and regulation of its applications for other 
purposes, as well as the production of heavy water. 
Economic needs tests are applied in small business

ISIC rev 3.1: 01 Investment Agriculture and 
hunting

National Conservation 
and Environment 
Protection Act 

The State reserves the right to adopt or maintain 
measures on investment in this sector.

ISIC rev.3.1: 05 Investment Fishing Fisheris Act The State reserves the right to adopt or maintain 
measures on investment in this sector.

Investment Mining and quarrying Certain activities in small scale mining may be reserved 
to nationals. The State reserves the right to grant 
approval for private or public exploration, mining, 
processing, importation and exportation of minerals.

ISIC rev 3.1: 20 Investment Manufacture of wood 
and of products of 
wood and cork, 
except
furniture; 
manufacture of 
articles of straw and 
plaiting materials

The State reserve the right to adopt or maintain 
restrictions on small scale investment in this sector.

ISIC rev 3.1:29 Investment Manufacture of 
machinery and
equipment

The State may reserve the right to adopt or maintain 
measures on investment in the production of weapons 
and ammunition.

ISIC rev 3.1: 36 Investment Manufacture of 
furniture; 
manufacturing
n.e.c.

The State reserve the right to adopt or maintain 
restrictions on small scale investment in this sector.

Investment Production, 
transmission and 
distribution on own 
account of electricity, 
gas, steam and hot 
water (Excluding 
Nuclear Based 
Electricity
Generation)

Unbound

86119** Legal services:  
consulting in home 
law of the service 
provider 

Professional 
Services (Legal 
Services)

Legal Profession Act, 
2008.   Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Legal Profession Act provides for the admission of 
appropriately qualified OECS and CARICOM nationals. 
Other persons who have obtained the qualifications to 
practice law as prescribed by the Act are eligible to 
practice law on the basis of reciprocity.                                                       
Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

Unbound None None. Local certification required. Attorneys from 
other jurisdictions cannot practice without 
acceptance by the respective local Bar 
Association

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

8621 Accounting, auditing 
and
bookkeeping service

Professional 
Services

Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Agreement Act 2003                  
Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of the Eastern 
Caribbean Agreement Act 2003 implements the 
Agreement establishing the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of the Eastern Caribbean (ICAEC), 23 
November 2000. The ICAEC Agreement provides that 
persons who are resident or a citizen of a member State 
and a member of a ‘parent body’  are entitled to be 
registered as members and any person who successfully 
passes the accountancy examinations conducted by the 
Institute or by some other body on behalf of the Institute 
for the election of chartered membership and is awarded 
a certificate by the Institute. A person may not offer 
him/herself to be in public practice as a “Chartered 
Accountant” or use such title unless the person is 
registered as a member of the Institute.                                            
Licences on Businesses and Occupations Act 
requires persons wishing to engage in business activities 
to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

863 Taxation Services Professional 
Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Subject to economic needs tests. Main criterion 
the number of operators in the market

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.
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8671 Architectural Services Professional 
Services

St Kitts and Nevis 
Architecture 
(Registration) Act 
2010.           Licences 
on Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

St Kitts and Nevis Architecture (Registration) Act 
provision is also made for temporary registration of 
architects seeking to practice within the State for an initial 
period of one year or less, subject to such terms and 
conditions as may be specified. The Act also make 
provision for registering architects on the basis of 
reciprocal arrangements.                                        Act 
requires persons wishing to engage in business activities 
to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

86721, 86725 & 
86726

Engineering Services Professional 
Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Joint Venture, transfer of knowledge and 
technology required.

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

86733 Integrated 
Engineering Services

Professional 
Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

93121 & 93122 Medical Services Professional 
Services (Medical 
Services)

Medical Act.      
Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

In the Medical Act, provision is made for 
the temporary registration of persons 
qualified as medical practitioners and 
dentists who are temporarily within the 
State upon payment of the prescribed fee

Neuro-surgery Professional 
Services (Medical 
Services)

Medical Act.      
Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

Epidemiological 
services 

Professional 
Services (Medical 
Services)

Medical Act.      
Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

Unbound None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

CATSCAN series Professional 
Services (Medical 
Services)

Medical Act.      
Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

932 Veterinary Services Professional 
Services (Medical 
Services)

Veterinary Act, 1987, 
No.2 Of 1987

S.15 (1) (d) The Registrar shall remove from the register 
or the roll the name of any person who has ceased to 
practise as a veterinary surgeon or an animal health 
assistant in Saint Christopher and Nevis or who has been 
absent for two or more years. 

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

93191 Services Provided by 
Midwives,
nurses, 
physiotherapist and 
para-medical 
personnel

Professional 
Services (Medical 
Services)

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

841 Consultancy Services 
related to
the installation of  
computer hardware 

Computer and 
Related Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

Unbound Unbound None from 1 January 2014 Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

842 Software 
Implementation 
Services 

Computer and 
Related Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Percentage of local persons to be employed Limitation on number of non-nationals in 
managerial positions. Subject to an economic 
needs test

843 Data Processing 
Services (13)

Computer and 
Related Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Percentage of local persons to be employed Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

844 Data Base Services Computer and 
Related Services

Licences on 
Businesses and 
Occupations Act 

Act requires persons wishing to engage in business 
activities to obtain a business and occupations licence

None None Percentage of local persons to be employed Limitation on number of non-nationals in 
managerial positions. Subject to an economic 
needs test

851 R&D Services on 
Natural Sciences . 
Except GM 
agriculture and use of 
radioactive material 
and equipment

Research and 
Development 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP
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852 R &D Services on 
Social Sciences and 
humanities. Except 
cultural services, 
heritage and 
educational services

Research and 
Development 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

853 Interdisciplinary R&D 
Services 

Research and 
Development 
Services

Publicly funded 
R & D services 
may be limited 
to citizens 
and/or 
residents

Publicly funded 
R & D services 
may be limited 
to citizens 
and/or 
residents

Publicly funded R & D services may be limited to 
citizens and/or residents

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

83103 Relating to Ships Rental/Leasing 
Services Without 
Operators

None None None. Enterprises with initial investment of less 
than US$ 1 000 000 may be reserved for 
nationals

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

83104 Relating to Aircraft Rental/Leasing 
Services Without 
Operators

None None None. Enterprises with initial investment of less 
than US$ 1 000 000 may be reserved for 
nationals

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

83101+83102+8
3105

Relating to other 
transport Equipment

Rental/Leasing 
Services Without 
Operators

None None None. Enterprises with initial investment of less 
than US$ 1 000 000 may be reserved for 
nationals

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

83106-83109 Relating to other 
Machinery and
Equipment

Rental/Leasing 
Services Without 
Operators

None None None. Enterprises with initial investment of less 
than US$ 1 000 000 may be reserved for 
nationals

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

871 Advertising Services Other Business 
Services

None None Joint venture with minimum local participation of 
not less than 40 %

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

864 Market research and 
public opinion polling 
services

Other Business 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

865 Management 
Consulting Services 

Other Business 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

866 Services Related to 
Man. Consulting 

Other Business 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

8676 Technical testing and 
Analysis Services

Other Business 
Services

None None Joint venture required for environmental water, 
food and medical testing

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

883+5115 Services Incidental to 
mining

Other Business 
Services

Unbound Unbound Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

885 Services Incidental to 
manufacturing 

Other Business 
Services

Unbound Unbound None. Subject to economic needs tests Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

872 Placement and 
supply services of 
personnel

Other Business 
Services

Unbound Unbound None. Subject to economic needs tests Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

6751, 86752 & 
86754

Related Scientific and 
Technical Consulting 
Services 

Other Business 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

8861, 8862 & 
8866

Maintenance and 
Repair of Equipments 
(not including 
maritime vessels, 
aircraft or other 
transport equipment

Other Business 
Services

Unbound None None Joint venture required

876 Packaging Services Other Business 
Services

Unbound Unbound  Subject to economic needs tests Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

88442 Publishing, printing 
on a fee or contract 
basis

Other Business 
Services

Unbound Unbound  Subject to economic needs tests Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. 

87909 Convention Services Other Business 
Services

Unbound* None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

87905 Other Other Business 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7512 Courier Services Communication 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

752 Telecommunication 
Services

Communication 
Services

Telecommunications 
Act
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5126** Hotels and resorts in 
excess of 100 rooms, 
restaurants and 
similar buildings

Construction 
Services

Development Control 
and Planning Act

Unbound Unbound Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

515, 521, 522 & 
529

Other (Special trade 
construction)

Construction 
Services

Development Control 
and Planning Act

Unbound Unbound Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

9401 Sewage Services Environmental 
Services

Unbound None Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

9402** Hazardous waste 
collection services

Environmental 
Services

Unbound None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

9402** Hazardous waste 
treatment and 
disposal services

Environmental 
Services

Unbound None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

94040 Cleaning services of 
exhaust gas

Environmental 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

94050 Noise abatement Environmental 
Services

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

94090** Closed loop pollution 
control systems for 
factorie

Environmental 
Services

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

Waste and waste 
water management

Environmental 
Services

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

94090** Recycling Services Environmental 
Services

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

81299** Reinsurance and 
Retrocession
Insurance (including 
broking and agency 
services)

Financial Services 
(All insurance and 
insurance- related 
services)

Insurance Act, None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

Registration of 
Offshore Companies 
& Trust (not including 
Insurance Companies 
and Banks) to do 
offshore business

Financial Services 
(Banking and other 
financial
services) 

Banking Act 1993    
Financial Institutions 
Act                       
Money Services 
Business Act.        
Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank 
Agreement 1983 

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

9311 Hospital services Health related and 
Social Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

93193 Other human health 
services. Residential 
health facilities 
services other than 
hospital services 

Health related and 
Social Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

641-643 Hotels and 
Restaurants (incl.
Catering

Tourism and Travel 
Related Services

Hotel Aids Act Unbound* None Limited to developments in excess of 75 rooms. 
Ownership of nonethnic restaurants reserved for 
nationals

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

Marina services Tourism and Travel 
Related Services

Hotel Aids Act Unbound None For vessels 30-100 feet, marinas with
more than 100 slips. For vessels over
100 feet, marinas with less than 100 slips

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments

Spa Services Tourism and Travel 
Related Services

Hotel Aids Act None None Joint venture required Unbound except as  indicated
in the horizontal commitments

9619 Entertainment 
Services (incl.
Theatre, live bands 
and circus services) 

Recreational, 
Cultural and Sporting 
Services (other than 
audiovisual services) 
(Except gambling)

Public Entertainment 
and Lotteries Tax Act 
Cap 20:34 

None None May be required to employ national artists and 
entertainers

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments. Subject to economic needs test for 
CSS and IP

962 News agency 
services

Recreational, 
Cultural and Sporting 
Services (other than 
audiovisual services) 
(Except gambling)

Newspaper Act None None None. Establishment of press agencies by foreign 
investors is subject to reciprocity

Unbound except as  indicated in the horizontal 
commitments
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964 Sporting and other 
recreational services

Recreational, 
Cultural and Sporting 
Services (other than 
audiovisual services) 
(Except gambling)

Unbound None Joint venture required Unbound except as  indicated in the horizontal 
commitments

96499** Rental and leasing of 
yachts

Recreational, 
Cultural and Sporting 
Services (other than 
audiovisual services) 
(Except gambling)

Yachting Act None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7212 Freight 
Transportation (less 
cabotage)

Maritime Transport 
Services

Merchant Shipping Act                        
Port Regulations

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

8868 Maintenance and 
repair of vessels 

Maritime Transport 
Services

Merchant Shipping Act                        
Port Regulations

Unbound None Joint venture required Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

74540 Vessel salvage & 
refloating services 

Maritime Transport 
Services

Merchant Shipping Act                        
Port Regulations

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7459 Ship Registration for 
the control, regulation 
and orderly 
development of 
merchant shipping

Maritime Transport 
Services

None None The Merchant Shipping Act 1985 facilitates the 
registration of ships in KNA. Registration
is effected by the Director of Maritime Affairs who 
is the Registrar of KNA ships. The registration 
requirements are: (a) wholly owned by citizens of 
KNA; (b) bodies corporate established under the 
laws of KNA; (c) any ship regardless of the 
nationality of her owners is a sea-going ship of 1 
600 or
more net registered tonnes and is
engaged in foreign-going trade.

Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

8868** Maintenance and 
repair of vessels 

Internal Waterways 
Transport Services

None None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7224 Pushing and towing 
services

Internal Waterways 
Transport Services

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

732 Freight 
Transportation

Air Transport 
Services

None None None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

734 Rental of aircraft with 
crew

Air Transport 
Services

Unbound None May be required to employ some local personnel Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

8868 Maintenance and 
repair of aircraft

Air Transport 
Services

Unbound Unbound None Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7111 Passenger 
transportation 

Rail Transport 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7112 Freight 
Transportation

Rail Transport 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

7113 Pushing and towing 
services

Rail Transport 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

8868 Maintenance and 
repair of rail
transport equipment 

Rail Transport 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.

743 Supporting services 
for rail transport 
services 

Rail Transport 
Services

Unbound None Unbound Unbound except as indicated in the horizontal 
commitments.


